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JOHN ALLATIRE IS DEAD.

John Allaire died last Sundey night at the age of eighty
less than 18 months after his retirement from administrative
duties in the Amateur Fencers League of America, of which
he was honorary vice-president.

Never a titular fencing champion, John Allaire was the
first and most vigorous champion of demeccracy in fencing.
Acquainted by personally painful experience with the short-
sightedness of those who believed in fencing for the chosen
few enly, he sponsored the cause cf all youngsters who
answered to the call of the ancient art, and of those
smaller clubs who in the final analysis furnish the life=-
blood of competitive sport. Himself a representative of the
New York Turn Verein during his competitive career, he devo-
ted much time and money to the support of the Saltus Club
during its long and honorable existence at the old French
Y.M.C.A., while at the same time holding membership in
either the Fencers Club or the New York Athletic Club.

No fencer who has ever been active in National Compe=-
tition will forget John Allaire's long service as Chair-
man of the Bout Committee. For 25 years he attended every
scheduled tournament of the A.F.L.A. whether for "preps"
or "seniors", and he devoted as much painstaking care to
theconduct of the one as of the gther.

Fencing - rather than his business duties in Wall Street
- was always the driving interest of John Allaire's 1life.
He made his final public appearance at the first Veterans
Tournament last spring, when the "youngsters" inthe compe-
titlon honored him with membership in the highly exclusive
"Fifty-Plus" Club, and the A.F.L.A. presented him with a
silver tray engraved with thesignatures of the four presi-
dents under whom he served.

The American fencing world mourns John Allaire. May his
many years of unselfish devotion to the game be an inspira-
tion to those of us who carry on, and may he find, in the
world beyond, a worthy opponent for a pleasant bout with
his beloved sabre.




Vols 2, No. 3 THE RIPOSTE Page 2

THE RIPOSTE
A Semi-Monthly Fencing Newsette
136 Viaverly Place,Apt«3-A,N.Y.C

Jose Re de CaprilesSeess Editor in Chief
William A. Perry IIl....Managing Editor
Miguel A. de Capriles.Technical Edviser
George H. Breed...Foreign Correspondent
Barbara L. Cochrane.Circulation Manager

Subscription $ 1.00 for 12 issues
$ 1.50 outside of U.S5.A.

SHORT NOTES FROM ALL OVER
vigll, we've finally gotten "Mike" de
Capriles to admit the real story of
hissuccess in the Hungarian Sabre meet
this summer...He wasable to win largely
due to his linguistic ability.e.sThe
committee in charge of the tournament
decided to have some of Miket!s bouts
directed in French so that he could
understand what was being said more
easily..elt seems that the Hungarian
word for "Ready" is pronounced wvery
much like the french "Allez", which
means "Play" in fencing circleS..As
o result, '"Mike" admits that he was
able sto scobe several touches by
making straight head-cuts on the com-
mend "Allez",...The Hungarians had in-
terpreted it as their word for "Ready"
and were beinghit while they listened
for the command of"play" which never

The Open Foils Championship of the Bay
Region wos held at the Funke Fenecing
Academy in San Francisco. After four
hours of preliminary rounds, seven men
reached the finals. Two left=handers,
Alfred Snyder of the Olympic Club, and
Oliver Bowen of Stanford University,
tiedfor first place. Snyder defeated
Bowen 5-3 in the fence~off. The third
placemedal was won by De Forest Rodeca-
pe of the Olympic Clubs These three
men also qualified for the Pacifie
Coast Chompionships in April,=e==

The Bay Regionts Upen Epee Championship
wasalso held at the Funke Fencing Acade
my, andfour men from the Olympic Club
tied for first. The resultsof the
fence-off gave John L. Thompson first,
Robert Dasmann sccond, Ferard Lelcester
third, and De Forest Rodecape fourth.

(Continued on page 5)

HUFEMAN RETAINS 3-VWEAPON TITLE.

Dr. John R. Huffmen, of the New York
A.C., made fencing history when for the
third consecutive time, and the 5th in 7
years, he won the Three-lleapon Champion=-
ship by scoring his third consecutive
victory in the finals over Jose R. de
Capriles. The score was 8+«6. Huffman
got off to a brilliant 4-1 advantage in
the foil through a series of spectacular
attacks. Then his accurate point to the
wrist gained an upset victory in epee 3-2;
sothat, at the beginning of the sabre,
Huffmen's favorite weapon, he needed but
a single point for vietory.

For several exciting minutes it seemed
as 1f Jose de Capriles would perform the
impossible. Staging a desperate rally,
with thecoolness of a fighter who refuses
to concede defeat, Jose scored three times
with fast counter-attacks in opposition,.
Then sudderddly Huffman lunged, de Capriles
stop-cuttedto the arm, thejudges were none
too certain as to what had happened, and
finally decided in favor of Huffman. The
action was much debated afterward, but
there is no doubt that John Huffmen still
is the champion all~around fencer of this
countrye.

Huffmendefeated Miguel de Capriles,
champion in 1933 and 1934, in the semi=-
final bracket for the third consecutive
time, and thisyear "Johnny" had an easy
time, winning 8«4 largely by virtue of a
4-1 lead in foil. But Huffman had to
fight a battle royal with "Chips" Cantor
in the quarter-finel, trailing 3-2 at the
end of the foil, and winning 8-6 only
efter a stubborn and decisive encounter
in the sabre.

Jose de Capri%es reached the final by
defeating Leo Nunes 8-6 inwhat was easily
thetoughest match of the tournament. The
N.Y.A.C. veteran, Huffman's only rival
forthe all~time three-weapon supremacy,
fought with his customary technical and
tactival skill, and lost only because his
physical energies were drained in two
long drawn-out matches. In the quarter
final, Hugh Alessandroni had beaten him
3=2 in foil and epee and had scored the
first touch in sabre to lead 7-4, when
Nunes, rallying in true championship
style, scoredfour successvie sobre hits
to pull the match out of the fire by 8«7

(Continued on page 3)
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A MESSAGE FROM WMR. PAUL ANSPACH

Mr. Anspach, re-elected president
of the International Fencing Federa~
tion, sends the following statement
from Brussels:

" At the outset of the new commission
that the Congress of Berlin has con-
ferred upon me, it is extremely
pleasing to me to present to the fen-
cers of the whole world the wish that
I have for the realization of all
their hopes and to express to them,
anew, my very deep gratitude for the
testimony of sympathy and confidence
that they have never ceased fo express
to me. Upon my part, I assure them of
all my devobtion and of the realization
of the task that they have imposed
upon me. I promise them that I will
consecrate all my efforts to the task.
I heartily wish that the relations of
comradship which unite the fencers of
nll countries and which constitute

the chirm of our relations may develop
more and more and that the F.I.E.

will continue to be a large family
closely and completely united by the
renlization of our common ideal.”

The address was sent to the Presi-
dent of the /mateur Fencers League of
America, lir. Harold Ven Buskirk, and
was translafed for us by our Foreign
Correspondent, Mr. George Breed.

HUFFMAN RETAINS TITLE
(Continued)

The other quarter-finalists were
Nickolas Muray, a perennial top-notcher
in this fournament, and Norman Armitage
another star who made his first appear-
ance in four years in the Three Weapon
competition. Murny lost to Jose de
Canriles 8-5 and Armitage lost to
Miguel de Copriles by 8-2. Except for
the recent rise of Coantor and Alessan-
droni, the leaders in the field have
not changed much for eight yecors.

There were twenty-five entries.
M.A.deC.

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TCURNAMEWNT IN
NIW ORLEANS.

The ¥encers! Federation of Hew Crleans,
an organization independent of the A.F.L.A,
has ammounced an International Open Meet,
to be held ot New Orleans on March 11,12,
and 13, and onnually thereafter, under
its auspices. Invitations hove heen
extended to all fencers in the United
States, Canada, Central and South Amerieca,
whether amateur or professional. The
competition will be held in foil, epee,
and sabre for men, and in foil only for
women, and the international fencing
rules will be observed. There is no
entry fee for contestents, vho are
expected to pay their own expenses, although
the Federation will attempt to entertain
them and make them comfortable and satls-
fieds Entries must be mailed to Mr. Orest
A. Meykar, Marshall-of-Arms of the Fede-
ration, at 528 Royal Street, New Orleuans,
Louisiannn, before March 10th, 1937.

The AJF.L.A. hos received a formal in-
vitation which is extended through THE
RIPOSTE to all members. A.F.L.A. members
are reminded, however, that the national
and international rules prohibit them from
participating in open tournaments with

professionals, except when the meet has
been sanctioned by the recognized notional
body. The A.F.L.A. is the only netlional
body recognized by the Amateur Athletic
Union, the F.l.3, and the american Olympic
Committees THE RIPOSTE, however, has been
given to understand that the A.F.L.A. is
sympathetic townrd the development of
fencing in Wew Orleans, and that there will
be no difficulty for any member of the
League in obtaining the proper permission
from the Board of Governors

Advance reports indieate that the New
Orleans Federation is highly regarded
loenlly, and therefiore it 1s to be hoped
that fencers throughout the country will
make an offort to toke part in the Tour-
nament. Outstanding fencers in Mew Orlesan.
are Albert 8. Anderson, Joscph Lienhard,
and Thomas Kemp, champions in foll, epee
and sabre respectively; James Jansscn
and Mackie Trelles. Mr. N. Emile Baum-
garden is in charge of the Internetionsl
avent.
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ALESSANDRONI WINS METROPOLITAN FOIL

Hugh Alessondroni, National Champ-
ion, won the Metropolitan Foil title
by defeating Hugo Castello, Intercol=-
legiate champion, 5-3 in a fence~off
after both hnd won 4 bouts in the
final. During the regular pool, Cas-
tello had becaten Alessandroni 5-3, but
hnd lost to Huffman by a like score.
"Jeb" Barmack again showed surprisbng
strength in his comeback to competi-
tion, when he nosed out Huffman for
the third place medal. J. de Capriles
cnd Lubell completed the final pool.
Varrcen Dow, last yeorts champion, did
not defend as he has not yet fully
recovered from n recent ankle injurye.

Alossandroni's fine technique stood
him in good stead through the long and
tadious competition a2t the Salle Vincs.
Seven preliminary strips, which could
be run off only three at a time beeausc
of the lack of space, and two long
semi-finnl pools prolonged the mect
far inte the nlight. It was 2:15 when
the first-place fence-off was held,
and while most of the fencers bogged
down toward the end, Alessandroni
mannged to maintain o steady pace
throughout the evening. Though de=
feated by Cornel Wilde in the prelimi-
nary ond by Norman Lewls in the semi-
finnl, the notional champilon led all
the pools in which he compcted nnd was
never in real trouble.

Huffman's beautiful style held for
eight consecutive victories, including
the first two bouts of the final, nnd
then in the c¢arly morning hours, he
suffered defeats in his last three
cngngoments. The ability of Castello,
Barmeek, and Lubell, to gualify for
the fin2]l round chead of such sensoned
campaigners ns Nunes and Every 1s part-
ly eattributed to their physical stomi-
na and their rising foneing skill,
Castello hos won o silver and bronze
medal in the two senior events in which
he has competed.

The competition was far too long,
and the scarcity of approved officinls
was keenly felt. To make matters worsc,
those present werc too close to the
ferieers, with the roesult that Dernecll
Every sufferrd a painful nccldent when
Barmack's flying blade hit his eye.

MRS, FUNKEE WINS SECOND SANTELLI MEZET.

Mrs. Dolly Funke, of the Greco Fencing
Acadomy, won her first major victory when
she led a round-rotin of 11 contestants
in the second competition for the Santelll
trophy. By her triumph, Mrs. Funke ticd
Miss Madeline Dnlton, winner of the first
meet, for the point leadership, at 14.
Miss Maria Cerra, whd finished sccond to
Mrs. Funke, is in third ploce with 1l
points, while Miss Dorothy Grimmelman,
with two fourth places, follows with 10
points., Two compctitions remain to be
fenced.

Mrs., Funke fenced with rare skill nand
judgerent. She scorcd 9 victorics, all
by clear margins, and lost only once,b-4
to Miss Dalton in « bitter duel. Miss
Irlton nand Miss Cerra won 8 bouts each,
but Miss Cerra took third plnce on touches,

Miss Grimmelmoan's fourth place was won
with 7 victories; Miss anitn Zarzoli was
fifth with 8 victorics; Miss ,ddic Bassi
was sixth with 5 wins; and Miss Dorothy
Hofner won 7th plnce on touches from Miss
Bartara Cochrane. The last three places
s Which did not count in the point score,
went to Miss Annn Stoll, Miss Mary .nn
Harris, ~nd Miss Beryl Petchesky. Miss
Mildred Stewart, Intercollegiate Champion,
did not compete becnuse she had recently
suffered a foot injury.

¥hile the Santelli trophy tournament
is limited only to Juniors, the only
ranking fencers of the country who are
incligible to compote arc Mrs. de Tusean,
Miss Lloyd, Miss Locke, and Miss Ghggolz,
so that Mrs. Funke's victory is really
to be considered an outstanding 2ccom-
plishment. Always among the leaders in
important events, and a fine stylist,
Mrse. Funke had never previously attained
the top plecement in o major event.

The round-robin plan of competition adop-
ted for these cvents gives a natural
advan’ nge to the polished feoncing style
of Mrs. Funke, and her victory should
encournge the younger fensers to devote
the regqulsite time and effort to the
ncquisition of a similar technicnl
proficlieney.
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WOMEN'S JUNIOR FOIL PRELIMINART ES

The Metropolitan qunlifying round for
the fincls of the Women's Jynior Foil
Championship was a great disappointment
this year. It is truethat the only
outstanding junior who foiled to make nan
appenrance was Miss Mildred Stewart who
had suffered a foot injury, but the
number of entries was unusunlly smell,
Fifteen girls were listcd - the minimum
nunber which would allow six girls to
aualify for the finals on February 1l5th.

Three strips of five each,with tiro
girls gualifying, was all that wes ncce-
sanry to decide the places. Miss Morin
Cerra, and liiss Madeline Dalton ounli-
fied for the Salle Vinee; Miss Carol
Alessnndroni for the Foncers Club; Miss
Dorothy Grimmelman for N.Y.U; Mrs. Dolly
Funke f'or the Greco Fencing icademy;
and Miss Barbara Cochrane for the Salle
Santelll, In most cases the girls
curlified ensily, outelnssing the other
entrics on thelir strips. Miss Dnlton,
however, had o very narrow squeeze, 0S8
she barcly displnced Miss hnit: Zarzoli
of Hunter College. Both girls were ticd
in bouts won, and Miss Dlton quolificd
with a Z-touch margin,

i | i &

SANTELLI-GRECO TEfM WINS CLUB M.iTCH
The Santclli=Greco composite teoam,
somposed of Mrs. de Tuscan, kiss Cochra-

ne and Mrs. Funke, defented the 3olle
Vince trio of Miss Lloyd, Miss Cerra nnd
Miss Inlton to win the Inter-club mntch
held at the 8nlle Santelli.

Fiwe teams compcted, onc of which was
from New Jersey compesed of threc girls
who made their debut in metropolitan
competition and gave a very good nccount
of themsclves. They defeated the N.7.U.
second team ond bowed to the dalle San-
telli in the semi-final after puobting
up & spirited fight apgoinst the morc
sensoned trio.

Mrs. de Tuscan starrcd for the winners,
but Miss Lloyd was the outstanding
performer of the doy., The bout between
these two girls provided the excitement
of the mateh, with Miss JMMarion Lloyd
holding the upper hand.

SHOXT NOTES FROM ALL OVER (Continued)
The open sabre chompionship of the San
Francisco Bay division woas won by Ferard
kcigester of the Olympic Club after trying
for first place with lis clubmate; Dec
Forest Rodecape. Third place went to
Harry Mortimer, also of the Ylympic Club.
8. Morrill, Leo L. Gadd, and L. von
Beroldingen, all of the Funke Fencing
fecademy, placed in thot order for tre
riext three positions.--=====

The foil team chomplonship of the
same division wns won by the Olympic
Club with Ferard Leicester, De Forcst
Rodecnpe nnd Horry Wortimer on tho teom,
The winning trio defented the University
of Californin 7=2, the Funke Feneing

Acodemy 9-0 and a composite teom 7=Zw=
~== In the women's prcp foil chompion-
ship, Miss Alicc ®cra of Alamcda won
first place by making & clean sweep of
her bouts, Becond plnce went to Roberta
Fritz of the Funke Fencing iccademy.

Miss Fritz is only 16 years old and one
of the most promising fencers on the
goast. Uiss Barbara Shoemate plnced
third only two touches nhead of her
team mate Harriet Helm-e--

Tho cpee team chompionship of the Bay

Division wns won by the Olympic club,
in o very close competition, from the
Funke Foncing fendemy. The score was
5-4, The deciding bout, after both
teams were tied at 4-0ll, was between
Ferard Leicester and Horold Rives, with
Leicoster winning 3=lemee-we=
"Jim" W. Hutehinson, Chairman of the
Wew Jerscy Division which has proved
very nctive this year, showed up at
the lest Board of Governors' Meeting
in the role of a good-will repres.ntative.
As o good Rotarian does, "Jim" proudly
extolled the virtues of the New Jorscy
Division and pointed to its marked
inerecase in membership and its dutiful
correspondence with the Sceretary of
the LeagucsesCould it be that New Jersey
is angling for the coveted trophy given
egnch year to the division which has been
most active and cooperative in the Leaguc?
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XIII. DIRECTING
The Right of Tay (3)

In my opinion, there is no single
action which 1s susceptible of more
general mis=-understanding in its rela-
tion to the theory of the right of way
thah the stop=-thrust. Generally the
difficulty ariscs out of the fact that
most fencers and direcctors have o ten-
dency to regard any foruard action of
the attacker as o correet attack, and
any movement after the parry as a cor-
rect riposte. Consequently, they rec-
gard ~ny counter-nction which breaks
the order or sequense of the phrase d!
armes as lnvariably wrong. This is an
erroncous view wvhich has been thoroughly
exploded both in thecory and practice in
international contests. Let us look at
the rules.

The stop=thrust is defined interna-
tionally as a simple counter=-attack
which arrives clearly before the final
thrust of the attack., Most freguently
it is mode agoinst advaneing attacks
(patinando or ballestra), when the at-

acker ecxposes an open line. Under

such circumstances, if the stop-thrust
rrrives on the "march", it must be ahend
of the final movement of the attack, and
sufficiently "in time" to overcome the
attacker!s andvantage of the right of way.
But obviously, if A, “he attncker, does
not expose an opecn linc, n stop-thrust
by B cannot be executed.

Somewhat the same principle applies to
actions which are fundomentally similn:
to the stop-thrust, such as the "romise"
and "redoublement of attack" after the
opponcnt's parry.

Conventionally, ns we have secn, when
B parries A's attack, he acouires the
right of ripostc--that is, his riposte
has the right of way. But the rules say
that the riposte must be mode "immediote-
ly, without indecision or dclay". And
unless the riposte is correctly and rapid
ly exccuted it does not have the right of
way as against n simplc counter-attack.

For example, the most common fault of
beginners in executing a riposte in quar-
te is to bring the hand back to the middle
of the body or clear over to sixte before
starting the forward motion of the
riposte. Conscquently, thoy "open the

line" in quarte after the parry while

the opponent's blade is threatening that
particular portion of the targrt. If, aos
the line is opened, the attocker "remiscs"
(that is, continued the attack immedia~
tely by straight thrust),the attncker is
right, and must be given the tough cven
if the riposte lands. In effect, B is
exccubing a delnyed riposte (two tempoes);
and A is scoring with a remise on the
first tempo, even though objectively
there may 2lmost simultnneous hits on
the movemonts.

Another frequent frult is to "hold"
the parry, which is another phase of
delaying the riposte, and which indica-
tes that B is unsure of the parry. In
that cnse, A is entitled to "redouble"
(cither in the same line or in another)
In other words, A has the right of way--
his action is anew attack cntitled to
the privileges of any other attacks

Summarizing bricfly, the remise is o
counter-attack agninst the riposte and
is valid on the same principle that a
stop-thrust would be valid against an
nttack, The rodoublement of attack is
valid agninst the fencer who holds the
parry, as o new attock started at that
moment.

The same principles govern counter-
attocks agoinst tho counter-riposte, ond
redoublements ngainst the counter-
riposte, when the attncker A has avoided
the riposte and fails to counter riposte
corrcetly and immedintely.

A strict observance of the rules in
this connecction on the n»art of the di-
recetor is essentinl to the development
of the sport up to the levels of Euro-
pean fenecers. An understanding ond
firm application of the principles which
hove been discussed in this article must
place a premium on o fester tempo in the
bout, nd upon decisive actions on the
pert of both fencers.

Slow tompo on the attack,delayed ri-
postes, and counter-attocks have their
important place in the tactics of the
boute They arc like o boseball pitcher!.
change of pacc. Byt if they arc to be
cffective, they must be a changse of pacc
rather than o substitute for a fast,
decisive, normal tempo of competition.

M.A.deC.
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extends a most cordial invitation to all

Fencers and their Friends to attend

Castello Fencing Equipment Co. an Exhibition at its new Salle's:

WHOLESALER and MANUFACTURER 19 West 34th Street

of the Leading Fencing Materials in This Country
70 WEST lmﬂ‘ STREET TQIOPhOI‘IO on SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 2'!"‘, at 3 P.M.
New York City ACademy 4-4122

Dancing and Refreshments After the Exhibition

Joseph Vince

Salle d' Armes San’relll
Would you enjoy playing tennis with Big Bill Tilden?
Would you enjoy a round of golf with Bobby Jones?

SPECIALIST and MANUFACTURER
of High Grade Fencing Equipment.

Enjoy the same thrill in fencing. Come 202 EAST 44th STREET NEW YORK CITY
down to the Salle Santelli where you can
meet the elite of fencing. Write for lllustrated Catalogue

434 LAFAYETTE STREET NEW YORK CITY
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