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The Staff of THE RIPOSTE

Extends to You its Best Wishes for a Happy

New Year and a Successful Fencing Season.




Che Riposte
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In the following open letter
Joseph Levls, as Coptain of
the Olympic Team, takes
lssue with George Santellila
racently expreesed viawzs
THE RIPOSTE is happy to
serve os & wvehicle of fen=
cing opinion, but wishes its
ronders €o keep in mind that
naither this nor previous
nrticles mecessarily reflect
the viewpoint of the staffs
Lack of space has foroed an
ahridgment of "Joe" Levia!
fine: letter, but the editors
hova besn careful tcoc oconzerwve
the esagntinl argument of
Tthe original,

To
Mr. Lean M. Schcommaker, Cholrman
Amerioan Dlympic Penelng Committees

Thisz communicotion which is made
public through the RIPOSTE, is writ-
ten on the stimulus of an article which
hos recantly appearsd in that publica=
tiop. I% is written in the intercsts
of fencing %o refute certnin etatoments
and inferences in nn otherwise well=
thought up and constructed article.

Ofhand; from thot artiels, it would
appenr thot the Americon Teom just
missed some third ploces through the
logk of n non-playing Captoin, or
through the errors of the Conches,
Mapager, or Committes. Wo Americon
amateur on the O0lympic Team will point
to anvthing but the fneot thot we were
oubkployed ond outeloszed by nations of
guperior speed, strength and competiti=-
ve skills

Ho Captain, Comch, Mononger, or
Commitiae could monufaeture medonle for
its team once it wos aplectod. They
gon be & factor, bub success 1B essen-
tinlly up to the teom. Our handleape
were in curselves: in our own limito-
tions of motural tolent ond ability.
For this reaseon, our future teoms
should be comcelived, not ome year in

(Continued on page 2)
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NADT REQUEGTE AMATEUR STANITNG.

The Italian Fencing Federation has
submitted a petition thet its president,
Mr. Aldo Hedi's older brothsr Nedo, be
recrstated as an amateur. The regueat is
made with the guarentee thet Mr. Hedo
Hadi, who hes been the 0lympic Coach and
Coptain of the Italinsn Team a8 well a3
one of the World's outstending profes-
ticnal fencers, will mever egain pertici-
pote in o fencing competition. It wes
alse pointed out thet Mr. Hedl has not
fenced actively for several years, Mr,
Strasse, president of the Itallan Dlympic
Committee, sent in & recommendation thet
the F.I1.E: nccept Mr. Hedi as an smeteur.

The reason given with this request ia
to &llow Mr. Bedi an equal standipg in
the F.I1.E. Congress. A8 president of his
country's Federation, and a3 thelir delegate
Mr. Nadi has been denied & wolice Ln matters
which have come before the Congross be-
cause of his professional rank. Had Kr.
Nadi been an smateur lest year, it 148
guite probable thet he would have been
elected the pew presidepnt of the Interna-
tiopel Pencing Pederation.

The petition will be brouwght up for &
vota at the next meeting of the ¥.I.E, and

: the Board of Governors of the lmateur
! Fencars Leapgue of fmerica has hed to

docide how the U.S5. will cast its wvotes.
After much discussion mmd & close wote,
the Board hos decided thet in its opinlon
¥Er. Hedo Hadi is not qualified for reen-
gtatement as an amateur. Ve wont kKnow
the fimal decision on the mititer +ill
same Time next spring.

LEWLE REFEATS IN HW.Y.A.C. FOILS MEET.
Horman Leowis,N.Y.U.genlor, was succesa=

ful in his defense of the H.Y.A.C.College
Invitation Foil laurels which he won laat
year. This year's field was not a8 strong
s had been expected, several of the best
fencers from various colleges fuiling to
appear. Dapn Buylkants, of CCHI, won the
gilver medal while Sidney Kaplan, his
team-mete placed tilrd after tylng with
Larry Laughlin of Columbie. Jomea Castell
and Milton Soroka wers the other fipalists
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JOSEFH LEVIS® LETTER
(Contlnued)
fdvancea, but Pour years 1o advonos, ond
perhapa even more, in order to develop
these nntural tnlents apd abllitles to
g point of suerlor sontinontnl olosg,

Cne of the primary things ve howo
learned in feneing 1z not to leowve
openings on o mordant attack ns long
as o RIPOSTE could serve ua in reply.
1t wira anid that the (aptoin, loaded
with thasks; passed the reapopsibility
of selacting Teame to the conches; ond
thot in one or {wao oaees, for fear of
gnrly disaster; a coach did pot ropder
8 declieion in accordance with hia con-
victions With the excepbion of two
Epeo Tenms scloctod by John Dimond
(whoao reputation for cournge of con-
victions is well known ond respectod)
the line=ups of overy Amoricon Toom
ware submitted in the person of the
Coptoin after consultntion with the
respeotive cofichess Cortninly o gonch
appointed by the Olympic Fonecing Gomes
Committes is gunlificd to supgest n
wige tetm for the conaiderntion of hile
coaptoin.

In two or three moatches in the sabre
apd 1n oll, or olmost all motches in
the foil,; the Coptain nnd conch were ot
mrianee os to the third or fourth mon,;
or boths And in nll those cnsos It wos
the Coptoints choicos thet wont ime It
wag the Cnotain, Theoereforo; not tho
copchoa, who occapbed tho responsibili-
ty ond wsad the outhority in Toem soleo-
tions

The noxt point is important te fu-
ture Coptains. It hos boen said thob
our koy=-men were not apared in oorly

{Continyed on Pngo 3

AL FROGEESSIVE MOVE

Ome of the moat important moves yet
mada by the mew Fenoing Comches' hasecoia-
tion has been the deslzion 4o hold
summer dchool courses. It waa agresd nt
ite last meeting thot & Swmmer Bcheol
would Be established under the directiom
of Prof. Georgas Sontelli for the bemefit
of teachers, coaches ond professionnls;
tha gchool to be conducted from July 1ath
to July Zlst, 1537, both dates inclusive.
The work is expected to cover the theory
ond methods of teaching olacges opnd indi-
viduals in all weapona. Regletraticns
should be addressed to Frof. Sapntelli at
the Salle Santelll, 434 Lalayetts 5t.,
Mew York Clty, on or before July 1le%,1937.

Another move 1n the same directlon was
the degision to have a gathering of pro=-
fesaionnl fencers for a day of general
activity in which practical methods,
theoriees and other business would he
worked oub. At this meeting everyone
could contribute ond recelive great help.
The date has been set for Sunday, July
18th, at 2 P.M. in the Salle Byntelll.
Both of theas items should prove of
specinl interest and benefit ta our
younrer professlonala.

The Assosiotion further agreed to send
notes and idena on profeasional matters
of interest to the members, o thelr
secretary, who would inelude such notes
in o bulletin %0 be sent out to the mem-
bers from time to time. This bulletin %o
serve as op exchange mediums Phenever
such notioes are of portloular general
interest; the RIFOSTE will €ry %o bring
them to your attention.

FRE THE STAFF

In kceping with its policy, THE
RIFOSTE has mode small, grodusl improve-
monts from timo to time whon it felt thot
thoy could be mode permonent without
ondangering its existonce. We sincoroly
hopo this now format moote with your
appraval .
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LEVIS REPLIES T SANTELLI'S ARTICLE OF THE OLYMPLC GAHES (Continucd)

moteked and conseguently wore worn out
for importnnt motches to follow. Xoy-
men nro those apound whom the rost of
the term 48 bullts If we had zix koy-
men in a wenpon like tho italinna,
French, tnd Hungnrians, thon cortainly
everyone aould ba sparod. Bubt how moany
key=mon did we actually howef

Wa foreigh foncing toom eowld be
eonsldered o enap. They oll come to the
Olympiec Games to fight to tho ond; ond
any onc of theom con prove to be o gur=
priso. Titnoes the defont of our funor-
fean Babre Team in Ametordsm in 1928 o4
the honds of Fuluﬂd, whvoe ok thed +ime
vus for boulow itas present clueg. In
thot moteh, only one key=mnn wos cmoploy=
od nnd tho fAnoriean torm woe climinntod.
The koy-pon must bo in thoe ronkse to
guard apainst such surpriscs, to oflor
couyrngo fnd confidence to the pow méen
cnterod with thom in the moatch, cnd to
boleter thelr porformancc.

Arponting hod ope Koy=men in foil,
Lerroz: ho wos wsod ip every motoh,
team and individesl; opd then ropoated
in Epoes Englond hod opo koy=mon in
Llovds; he fencod i ¢very teoom mnotch.
Cnsmir wos the Gorman koy=-mun, nnd he
fopced in every foll and sobre matoch
where Germany hod any degree of chonoo,
A% Amaterdam, in 1928, Brockonridgo
used Cnlnnn, Levis and Poroy in avoery
foil mnteh. At Los Anpelos in 1932,
Calnon waed himeelf, Lovis and Brory im
nll foil motehes cxeopt dmo post-mortom
matohe Bong of those koy-men gave ovors
work a8 the rozson for not doing bhettor
== and T know thot no member of the 1938
Toom hos fished for this or ony othor
alibi. These men hod to fonoo: with-
oot thom thoir tomns woro not eufficlawk
1y strong to be corindin of vigtory in
any mateh, proliminnry or final.

The physical cndurancc of owr fonocors
is ogqunl to thot of forolgners. How
ean we sny thet any Amerlean [ollsmon,
gabremnn, or epeoman, woeakencd on Ehe
sgcond day of compotition becousc he wos
nsgigned to elght bouts on the provious
doy? Cortuinly thia would be o most
sorious rofleetion on those of us ros-
posible on the physicnl condition of

DUT MOTla
(Muxt Column)

Up to tho oruelnl Austrion mntch, our
two koy-peon in foll, hod feneed cight
bouts cach; the thlrd ownd fourth mon hod
fopced four bouks each. Yot the two koy
mon secred thoe only four wips for the
Migricon Toenms The ncxt doy, in on im=
portunt mntch ogninst Hungery, which wo
won, but not by o score sufficionkly
lorga to put ug im the finnl, ocur twe
supposcdly vorn out koy-mon won six out
of o totol of mnine Amoricon victorics.
Hure our koy-men gwvor worked? It looks
ag LFP our key-=mom improved os they wonkt
one Tho few ensy bowte through which
thoy constod dn the enrly motchos wnrmed
them up for the importont oncs to follow,

I reaommepnd b0 fature Copbnins of
Olymple Tonms, thot theyuse . not loss
thon 50% of the key-men in ony kind of
mutch whore there ls any degreoo of chonce,

It woe anld thot the Coptoin folled
to ronch the finols of the individueal
begouse ho vms cmployod in too mony
Teom matchoss This is ridiculous, bo=
afuga thoso vho have said it wero not
cwen on hond to witness his lnst round.
The record in this round, showing o 6=0
victory ovor Lomoine of fronco, nnd 5-4
defoots from do Bourginon of Belglum,
Guartagna of Ituly, ond Casmir of Gor-
miny, woiuld not indicate thot he fallod
to ronch tho fipgnls bBeonuae of losk of
physicadl roservo, but rothor of o kind
af psychological turn of events yot npot
understood by himtelfs In his entire
foncing lifo he hod novor folt moro pro=
pared thon ot Boriin, ovon up to tho
gomi=finnlss Ho, of courso, could not
fool his bost in the somi=finnls aftor
four doys of Olymplo ocompotitiony but
ng othor compotitor in that round wma
ony bottor offs

Thhnks to tho physical trolning ro=
coivod from Grossom, owr foilsmon woro
proparod for this kind of heavy duby.
Docepitc tho comments in tho obove moen=
tionod articla, "Bobby" followed a
corrcct plan of troining; in accordance
with the plan that I approvcds Onco our
toom left How York, owur oooches coosod
to o conchce opd Bocome conoh=trolinors,
if any "soneh” ot all. The European
nome for professionnls that cccomprnied

{Continucd on poge 4)
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LEVIS" ARTICLE (Continucd)
Olympie Tenms is just "Eroivcra™ he-
enusa, after nll, with highly developed
fomcara, training ie tho only functiom
thay ore able to effootively morform.

At Borlin, with throe conchos, v
wora the meoat highly conchod team of tho
Games, Hardly anothor natiom, including
Itnly, Fronee and Hunsary, omployed mero
thnn one traiper. If in 1940, our toom
15 woll proparad bofore deporturs, only
one troipocr will be noosssory for all
thrae wonpons.

The moncy 80 enved ean be put to send=
Inf llvo-wire officials vho con lock out
for the toom'e: fntorosts bohind theo
sgenas, ok sompesition of poola and
juriea, ot epeclnl mectings on protests,
ond wha con molte frionds with other
afficiale while the Cnptnin nnd toom ore
nt work on tho fiold of ploy. We wore
ehort on effioinle; ond whilc wo are pok
golng to 2oy we lost becousc wo did not
hoave sufflelent influenco on the dido=
Iinga, yot 1% will ba wall to koop this
polot in'mind for the futuro.

How it has boopn sadld thet 14 wos on
orror o Seloct o Captain who was shord
in age and oxperience. The Captnin at
Berlin was 31 yunrs of age nnd was in
his third Y1ympind, with 14 yvoors of
ootive compotitive fenolog=--o alosc
parnllel to the nge ond expericnce of
Galnin, the very beat Olymple Capbain of
all timea, %horens woe know cases cluso
ta home whore moturity eomes wery lnte
in 1life, yot cortninly in thla normal
coge nge ond oxporience can not be o
eonaideration. There must hove been
gther pereonnl coneldorntions in that
articlo.

In the argemont for o nop=ploying
Coptnin, 1t hoas boon spid thot o Capbaln
connot compoto satisfoetorily through
govarnl gruclling motches, and, at the
somo timo, bo bothored with tho dndly
details ond red tope of the Contalney.
From the momont the Olympie fighting
bepine; thero aro no ag-onlled choroa
for o compoting Coptoln. Those dubics
hove boon alresdy assigned to; and ore
oytomoticolly assumed by conchis, manh=
pors, masgeurs, nnd apoednl officinls.

(Continued on Pngo 6)

Hol ofiells HREGATINS CARTIER TROPHY

The Eow Yark i.0., holdors of the
Corticr Cup in 1936, scored o docisive
poma=back this yoor by dofonting tho
Univorsity Ful. £=3 in the fipal round
of tho tournoment. Tho winning trio,
consistine of Loo 0. Huncs, John R.
Huffmon, and Dernell Every, provod too
gtroug for the dofondipng tenm made up of
¥orron Dow nind Miguol and Joso do Copriles.
Dernnll Evory w5 angily the stnr of the
evoning, swaoping through oll his mitehos
withowt n sot-back and scoring the doci-
ding victoery in the Pinnle. Warron Dow
parricd tho brunt of tlic burdon for the
losors: tho do Coprilos brothers woro
not deing vory weidl, and it wos only Dow's
romirknble foneing which kept thop in the
running,. The defent suffored nt the hands
of Evory in the finnl round wns Dowls
only got=bneclk.

Eorlier in the Bvening, tho #.Y.T. teos
(Gold, Lewis and Borcka) scored o surprising
upaet by dofeating the souded Foncere Club
trio {Alcesondroni, Vossclmon, Contor) in
tho quartor=finnl. Lowis ond Gold staged
wnoxpoetod vietorios against Aleasandroni
who wos dogidodly off his pomo.

WISS DALTOM ¥FOINS FOIL MEET

EFise Woadeline Dalton, of the Sallp
diAmes Vinee, won the first of four ocom-
potitione to bo held for the Santelli
trophy donntod by Yhrron Dows

Tho tourmtmont is opon to all girls
wno howvo not atteinod o sonior ronl, oud
nttractod all the top notch juniors oxcopt
Miss Oorcl Alossopdroni ond Miss CAral
]{.i'ﬂ.ﬂq

Tho lorgo fleld mne finnlly noarrovod
down to o fimnl of B8 nond tho final rounds=
robin ondod in a triple tioc botwoon Miss
Dniton, Miss Bartore Cochrono of tho Sallo
gnntolli;, ond Mra. Dolly FPunke of tho
Orocn Foneing fiendomy. MWiss Dnlton defoot-
od both her rivales in the fenoo-=eoff, nnd
Miss. Cochrapo dofontod Mra. FPonke. Miss
liton's foncing showoed o morkod improvomons
Her point vms more nocurnte and sho wsod
o enuptor=ripoate gome to the bost ndvnn=
tngas Hot fnr behind this tric como Miss
Grimmelmon,W.Y .U, Mies Corra, Vinco,Miss
Stownrt,Hunter CGollege,Misa Ensa,Brooklyn
Collcgo, nnd Miss Potchesly,N.Y.U.
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LEVIE!' ARTICLE Eﬂnntinundﬁ

In foneing we compote o8 0 Toom,
Doapite tho faot that individunl mom-
bore af tho fenelng totm compote sepa=-
rotoly, tholr performoncos are intor=
rolated, boooysge the individual bouts
fellar one ondthor. Tho moral of omo
eompoting mombor doos affoct the
morfile of his tenm-mates. Vietory moy
bo bought on teom epirit alone; ns wns
done Agninst the Pronch ot Los Anpge-
lpa, &nd this is ono reason why n
chptoin or londor showld he in the
rhnks .

It is much cnsior for a onpt ln o
lead his toom to vietory from the front

HOVICE TITLE TO MISS KING

Misas Carnl King, of tho 52lle d"Ammes
Bantolll, wne an coasy vietor in the
Hovieo Fril empotition held rt $1o
Feneers Clvb. Miss Klng wee not feaelug
og well o sho did last yoor, but hor
eago ot pugelng the polnt and hor comst=
ant shifting of distanee proved too much
for her lese ndpok rlwnla.

Mies Boseo, of the Metropolitan Fomsora
Club, gnwe r particuloarly good socount
af horsclf. She had £ very bnd leg which
h:d %0 reocive modienl treataent durirg
the empetition. Dospito recont minor
oporations on her foet Miss Brese mannged
to finish close to Kise ding nt tho top.

aof tho ronks than o0 attompt to dircet
its dostiny through romote sontrol firom
tho sido-linos or roar gunrd. Vhon
there ie net o copoable mon svailablso

as o computing enptein, thon I sugpost
ahtnining o cnpablo non=-playing cnptoing
but hawung o capable ploying enptain
and passing him up, thon thot is only
pagsing up tho bost ndwntopge ony
enpatain aould giwee- that iz, "loader-
ship through porsonnl oxnmplo®.

Porhops wo should give the non-
playing enptnin the nome of monogor,
thon wo could save the expensc of one
more moan, Buk if we did thia, the mn=
nogar or committoo shopld drmodiotoly
appolnt ono or three flgld leadors for
all or poch of tho throo woapons ros=
poctivolys This would bo onologogs o
profoasioncl bnsoboll where the monogor
is theo moster tootision ond yot omploys
fa field ecopbnin to lead menouvering.

In conolusion to this polint, may I
rocommend, in the intorcvst of most
gffeotive rosulia, thot you adopt the
polliey of o contending, competlng
Captaine

“With tho poaaible excoption of
Pinchort in 1932, 1 howe noevoer socn ony
caneh work any harder thon ench of our
throo Olymple conches. Ench wnz pro=
foundly sincere nbout hia job. Curlous=
1y cnough, oooh pursucd o sliphtly
differont syetom of troining, yot ench
withk his own method, developod his
gqund to n moximem point of cfficiconcy.

(¢ mtinved on Pnge 6)

SHORT HOTES

A yvoung chap from Merylond cntored the
HaTwivelia Collopo Invitotiosn Tournwement
Inte In Decombers He wns oxtromoly in-
terestoed In fencing, bub all hls tenching
hed boon confinod to the rosfding of thee
baoks on foneimgs Thoro hod never oooi
an apportunity to roccive & ropuler
lesson from & foncing instructors This
salf=tnopht boy howover, gphwe o protte
gaod neesunt of himsolfs  To won two
bouts and just missed gunlifying on
touchees VWhen it wns all cwvor, ho
eamented sm the foot thet the celleope
fencors, oonsidoripe tho instructioo thoy
receive ond the cpportupity for compoti-
tive oxporionco, showod vory poor form
end very litile promifgeeccccccccmomae=

One of Hrs Josoph Vinco's pupile hos
t0ld us that Mre ildo Hodi is taking
lossons im foil from Mire Vinoo...Ye vondor
Lif Mres Hidi is contomplating a match soch.

Yo aro vory plossod with the enthu-
sinstic woy our informoticom burosw hog
boon rocoivod. MWumorous lotters hove ocomo
0 us with vorious quostions nnd in most
casos wo hovo boon rowordod with on
apprecintive commonts If onything s
troubling you wo will be only too glod
%o holp you ns bedt wo cans

Jon.T,1937 Foil, Sonior Individunl
onlla Santolli = Tidl F.¥.

Jan 10,1837 Jr.Bobre Teom Chrmpirnghio
Fenoccrs Club - 2 PH.

Jan. 17th - 3Saplle Spntelli- 2P,
Sr. Ipee Indiv., (Elesctrical)
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LEVIE OM THE OLYMFLCE MIBS STETART "INS COLLEGE IMVITATILON
(Continuod) Hisa Mildred Stownrt, the present Inter-
With the conditions inflicted upon collogiote champlon, ewept through a
them, (such a8 .Jlesanadronl's injury fleld of 25 to win the invitation mect
end Huffwan's Lnjury) nnd with the hold under the suspiccs of the Vomon's
typo of matrinl avniloble to thom, Intorcollesinte Funcing Assodiction.
thoir tomms sccured the respoetful Miss Stownrt fepcos for Funter Cellege,
finnl pasitions of a tio .for fifth and enptaincd lost yoorfe champlonship
plocos tonms MWiee Stovuoart wont through the
In view of the grontor intonsity first two rounds fenelng very érratienlly,
of competition at Borlin, their Torma but she stendiocd down in the final pround
closcly npprogchod the porformnoncos ond goave the bezt performonce wo have yet
of the 1832 Tonm, whose ropord of 1 soon from hor. In hor firet bout,(in the
gogomd plocoe and 2 third placos yot Finnls) sha dofcoted Vies Moria Cerrn,
stonds. her toom=-mate who ploced eocopnd. Miss
Respectfully sutmitted, Corra hos o much stondicr techmique, but
JOSER LEVIS. Miss Btevmrt fonced vory cleverly, cither

closing the line and stop-thrusting her
eppoanont on the worch, or parrying both

hor ottncks opd repricec of tho ctinck

GIVE IT & BOOST 1 boforo poing outb with the Riposto.
This wms ¥iss Corro's dobut os Ao
Fenmelng thia year hos showm elgns foncor for Huntor Collego nnd she socmed
of groving rapidly. Hot only hove to bo trying £9: hord. He tied with

we beon getting larger entrics o the |wiss Gripselmen snd Miss Zarszoli, bub
various compotitions, but thero sooms trolkk tho silwver modal on touchos. Hiss

to bo more peonernl inborost ino the Grinnolman, of E.¥.U., placed third and
prosas  Pooplo nre toking moro intorost |Mies Znrroli finished fourth. Miss

in it« This con bo wory helpful to Grimmolmon woe very lipght on her feot,
the sport, but those of us who are nnd hor ability to0 rocover from her
agtiva in it Shouldn't bo contont lungo oa quickly os she wont “ut soomcd
with just participating in the tourno= |+o baffle most of hor slower rivals.
montse Vhy not como to competitions Miss Znrzoli's foneing showed much promise,
gvon whon you are not conpeting? “hy na she hns wory good legs. Her tochnique,
not intorost somo of your frionds? however, is wvory iomnturce and will rocuirs
Bting thom dewn. Boost tho sport. n lot of troining. Miss Abbote, of N.Y.U.
Help 1t fo grows Thero i8 no ronsan plooed £ifth, and Miss Deutaech, of Hunter,
why wo sheuldn't howe good crowds ok Mudahed sixth.

fur ovonts. Thora will bo n good Thoe towrnoment wons heold ot the Park

foll empetiticm on Jonu:ry 7ih ot
the eallo Snntelll, and on Japunry
31st the Fomoors “lub will hold the

Hationnl S=toapon Chompionships Theso q,,"t
ere oxoollont compotitionse. ‘'hy not ﬁ
initlate your friends by toking thom - T

to one of thosa?

Avonuo cnnex of the Huntor Collogo, nnd
wns followed btuffet snock.
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A« TLRECTING
The theory of right of way (1)

Foll nnd sabro aro conventionnlizod
venpong==thot ia, thore ore standnrds
of correcotness which govern the avmrd
nf touchess  These aro mportnnt in
the cose of simultanous hlts, booousc
the funeer who i8 “rlght" has the
advnntig.

In itas simplost tomme (though not
alwoys) the eorroot phrase d'armes
bogine with the ottoack, which hns the
right of woy; Lf thle 1s parricd, the
riposte 1a 1n orders after the ripsete
ls porricd the eountor-riposto has the
right of woy=-ond 8o on.  In brilaf,
tho conventions sontenplote an ordorly
saquonco Of actions, with the right of
way altornntcly passing wo oonch foncor
oftor his porrys

Thoso convootions hoaws o Tondoment=
plly sound boasis, which bocomel appar=
cnt if wa imoping o fipht with sharp
wonponGs Gupposa thnt "o chrostens
"h" with the point, so thnt '"b" is
immdnontly in donger of heing woundod.
If "B" is 0 normally corcful indivi-
dunl, his first reoction i3 %o word
off the thrasts: Only o ool will
throw himgoll ngainst ¢ meonacing pointa

This nrguont is amply domanstroatod
in the hent of discussion bobtwoon two
of our best knovm profcesiosnnls smmo
yonors opos X mado o suddon thrusting
motiaon with his fipgore, dircctod nt
Yig oyos; and ¥ Immedintely brought up
hia right . am to porry or block the
throat. It ws an inatinetive and
poynd rohction 9 nn unexpectod situn-
tion; rod it prewod X's contention
that tho parry is the nnturxl and
alemonbory nnswcr to tho nttoclk.

Lot us thorofaro first cxemplo tho
conoopt af tho "attack", with "o in
theé rolo of tho attaoker and "b" nnd
the defenders If vwo loep in mind thao
forcgrlng discusslcon, 1% must be np=
paront thot o scorrcotly capcutod ntinck
must result ln o thrent. Thereloro,
the ottock with tho 11 boglas with
"a"rs forwoard motisn of his wanpon,
s0 thot the point throatons "b"'s
volid torpet/

The poimt is the only threotoning
part 2f tho fily and #ince touches

coupc only on the ynlid Lorgot, the
throot must be directoed against that
toarpot. ¥Yheo "b" i3z s throotoned, he
is roquired by tho conventions to parry
or kot the threat out of the woy be Porg
etarting on offupaive of hiz oom. 1T
thore 18 no thrent; no porry s roouired.

Tho most clomewtory sltuntiorn, from
your poipnt of wlow na o dirFoetor, is
therafora tho followings A" atbnoks
enrroctly, with o sinple movomont (eithor
n direct thryet or o disengrge). "B" is
Burprisod, npd instand of porrying ho
sinply sticks ~ut his nrmm. Both touches
lnmd. "bY iz wrong according tco tha
cinyvontion, becnusa 1t 45 his fault thot
glinultanous hits howe rosultod. Thore-
fors yag oward tha' toweh to "n".

¥ou hnwo tooostablish first,hovavar,
thnt "a" ntbocked carrootly--in nthor
words that he made tha firet thro o tening
mivemint in the ipnetint of time Immodisto-
ly procecding simultanesus hits. And
your bost puide iz to ranombor thet the
thrent is tn be mnée (im £il) with the
point of tho weopon, dirceted toword "b"'e
wolid target,

dame timoe, nfoouree, oan inexperienced
fonoer gonuinely belicoves thot he is
making on attoel where in foof pone
cxists. or instanes, ho will move
forvord, or lunge with his nym bonkt in
tho guard positica of tho French school
{olbow elosa to the body, and tho point
well up, throotesing ot bost the oppon=
cntTs masl:, which Ia not ywnlid tanut.}
Such nomovoment, no moktor how tempasnt-
wous, i not on nttock bacousa thoro is
no threet,

1t follows thot tho more movomonk of
thoe lops, indopondently of tha throot by
the weopon, i8 nok an attack, This is
trug of the dircect lunge, o1 the odvanoo,
{E%tinﬂnﬂu} or jump [(bnlestre) combined

the lungo. Such leg movomonts only

gorvo to bring the body of tho foncer
within tho desired distonce. Froguontly,
thero aroc part of oo nttock if properly
easrdindted with tho throntoping wenpon.

But if "n" comos within distonco vitn-
tut thrantoning "h" with theo puint of his
f5il, tha movesent ia not op ottnck, Lot
an "ipvitatlon". "o ronlly is "daring"
"H"to coms ouk ond hit "n'". If "B" ta%oa
{ Copbimgod op noat PI:I.‘E'H}
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X. MEECTING (Continuod)
tha daro, he initictos the fttaelk, he
ka8 the right of woy, #nd "a" must
porry. 1P sipultoncouns hits roauls
under sueh elrewnstnonecs, "' is wrong
for foiling to parey, ond tho touch must
be nunrdod o "b",

Your first penl cdynneo as o diractor
will be modo whon ¥you are clearly nblo
o distinguish betwan an fttock cnd an
invitation. Moastery of thias ideo will
help you over ancther difficult hurdle:
the convention of the ripght of vay
provides thet 1f "4" (the defondor)
hos his pelnt in line (nrm extonded ond
print threatoning "n''e wnlid tnrgot),
"n™ is rocylrod to hoat or pross: "h''ta
blade =sut of tho way bofore atarting
hiz sttrclks

This requiromont is strictly logi-
enls If "B", vhile cn punrd or othors
wigo immoblle, ie reclly throotoning
", "a" woiuld bo foolish o run him=
sclf nprinat "b™s puint. i Bl

Baforo "o
groos firward, he must wmed off tho
thront=--on exnetly thoe somo ronsoning
thot reguires ™" o parey "u"is nttack
undor tho eireoumstincos forst diseusaocd.
In foil, therotforo, tho right of wmy
bolowgs o tho fencor who throntons
his opponont by ploelng the peint of
hia wonpon "in line™ wlith the opponent’a
wolld torgets And thls is true indopon=
dontly of any log or body movonont hy
ony foncers It iz thoroughly posaible
far "B to throaten "a" owon though "b"ts
lege are in the "onguard™ pooiblon.
setbally, tho full or rigls extoneion
of the orm is wncccesary. lhe throakt
of tho point==sufficiontly olema to
belng o touch to require tho parry--
1g enoughs  Thus, in the cuatomnry gunrd
position of the i-l;f.'-linu gchoal, with tho
glbow frirly well out and the podnbt "in
line™ vith "a"'s chost, "b" is threaton-
ing "u". tlore "a" 4o lumps at "b" while
"B romnined immobileo, both mom would bo
hit: Thoroforo the simultono:us hits
rosalt from the faglt 2 0", snd the
toach should Bbe wvmrded to "b"s
Cineoquontly you will find that
most foneors of $he Italian school arae
tought to stort tho attoek olwoys with
o beok or pressurc im order to socustom
thom €0 romove tho cxisting throat

—

bofore ipdtiating thelr own abtnek.

In the Froneh geheal the Poil ploy
diffors. "b" wimld koop his olbow
oloEg to the body and the print high
hille om tho gonred position. IF "o
attreks by n diroet thrust or disongupge,
he con de g2 with impundty bosauso "B"
gpnet score 6 pood hit withowut making
o definite moyomont ouwt of tho gurrd
Pasiticon.

Thoeo difforoncca in style botwoon
the basic moatheds botwoon tho Frauneh and
Itelinn echools arose out of tho oonetroo=
thon of tho wonpona, but wnfartunntoly,
in tho modorn gomo, you ennnot simply
lavk at* tho weapons and dooide whether
e bent ig rocuired baforo "a" ottnalkss
The trre Sshools today havo borrowod
gxtonsivoly from onch othory Fronch f£-1ls
nro held with the p¥nt in line, Itnlian
foils ore kupt eloso to the hody to auch
nn oxbent that thore is little difforonos
in st lo cnd tochnigquo mmong the top-noch
follamen of tho loading esuntrics of tho
world.

Hother you muat lock at ocoeh specifie
gituntion, ond find out who initlintos
tho threat. If "a"'s polnt 1s In 1lne,
Ta® Bust Thont” or toke the blrda; nck
vtherwise, Just ome more polpt. Buppose
bothe "o npd """ aro in Iine in tho
instant immodintely procecding "a"fa
motion of the body which closes the
distonco nnd rooults in simpltonoous
hite. Thoe situntiom moy orise ofton if
two inoxperiencod fonoors following the
1t2linn school in the “guard” position
ore pittod agnipst coch others Who gots
the touchY

Cbviounly tho simultnnoous hita
rofult from "a"le nok: He is ot foult
bocauso it wos his forwird motion, withe
¢k & bont, which snoused both touches
to lnnd (Mhile "b" did pothing). There-
far, ne dirccter, vou sust coward tho
toush to "b".

Me Lo do C,
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